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Hi, I’m Robbie

I am excited to talk about my 
unconventional career path and how it 
has been directly impacted by the the 

communities I have participated in 
starting with Drupal NYC.



Robbie’s Journey from No Community to All the Communities

Pre-Community

A1 Terabit.net, NY State / NY City
1995 - 2008

Drupal

Sony Music, Zagat Survey
2008 - 2011

Drupal / Javascript / Ruby / Code & Coffee

Google, Johnson & Johnson, IDT Telecom, Phase 2 Tech
2011 - 2016

Code & Coffee / Civic Tech

United States Digital Service, Pluribus Digital, 
Holmes Consulting Group Inc.
September 2016 - Present



Pre-Communities

● 13 Years of IT experience
● 1st IT job - A1 Terabit.net 

hosting systems engineer
● 4 years at NY State - 

Department of Social Services 
(Unisys)

● 8 years at NY City - Human 
Resources Administration 
(contracting and provisional)

● Hand rolled websites…



Robbie’s Journey - Pre Communities

A1 Terabit.net

October 1995 - March 1996

NYS - Department of Social Services

Unisys
March 1996 - September 2000

NYC - Human Resources Administration

Various Contracting Companies & Provisional Civil Servant 
October 2000 - June 2008



Handrolled websites I created in 2006



Summary - No Communities



Drupal -Begins
● 1st Drupal NYC Meetup
● Influential community 

members
● DrupalCampNYC 2 & 3



Robbie’s Journey - Drupal

Create Drupal.org Account

August 2006

1st Drupal NYC Meetup

November 2006

DrupalCampNYC 2

January 2007



2006 - Robbie ❤ Drupal



Intros at DrupalCampNYC 2 | Photo Credit: Noel Hidalgo

https://www.flickr.com/photos/noneck/366662245/in/photolist-ypeUR-ypePb-ypfPQ-ypf5a-ypeT8-ypfqp-ypfou-ypeYN-9YbMxJ-ypfFW-byf1k7-bM9F8H-byeZFC-byf2my-bM9GoZ-byeX7U-bM9EzR-bM9DK8-bM9EFk-bM9DkF-bM9Efe-byeYRs-bM9F3r-bM9EMv-bM9Ete-byeZYW-byeZ89-byeXhC-bM9DxK-byeWX5-byeXom-ypf7r-ypfmE-ypgm9-ypfwr-ypeWo-ypguT-ypfVF-ypgeC-ypgtg-ypgpQ-ypfK5-ypgra-ypgs4-ypg4k-ypg76-ypfM5-ypga5-ypg1e-ypfRb


Intros at DrupalCampNYC 2 :) Photo Credit: Noel Hidalgo

https://www.flickr.com/photos/noneck/366662334/in/photolist-ypeWo-ypguT-ypfVF-ypgeC-ypgtg-ypgpQ-ypfK5-ypgra-ypgs4-ypg4k-ypg76-ypfM5-ypga5-ypg1e-ypfRb-ypfBp-ypfd9-ypg94-ypgkd-ypghi-ypgd5-ypfEC-ypgbw-ypfUs-ypeR6-ypfud-ypf2N-ypfzn-ypgiL-ypfCs-ypfNk-ypgnj-ypg5p-ypggo-ypg2x-ypfYy-ypfWW-ypfSA-nraLo7-dSDN9-dSE1b-dSDKB-dSDGq-bCsFNJ-nsU6Jv-5m6rRZ-nqR9WE-nraKkq-nqR9S1-np5Vi5


Community Members that changed my life!
Photo Credit: (Left)

https://flic.kr/p/2ggQ63


Drupal Sites in 2007 I created.



Summary - Drupal Begins…



Drupal - Continues

● Attending monthly Drupal NYC 
Meetups

● DrupalCampNYC 4-10
● Sony Music / Zagat
● NYC Camp



Robbie’s Journey - Drupal Continues

Sony Music

Manager of Interactive Media
September 2008 - July 2010

Drupal NYC (Meetups, Happy Hours, Playdays),  
DrupalCampNYCs & NYC Camp

2008-2014

Zagat Survey

Principal Engineer 
July 2010 - September 2011

Northern NJ Meetup

Founded - March 2009



I was the tour guide for DrupalCampNYC 7



On stage creating the scedule at DrupalCampNYC 9 
Photo Credits: DrupalCampNYC | Phase2 Technology | Phase2 Technology 

https://www.facebook.com/DrupalCampNYC/photos/pb.100069260913845.-2207520000./179680508779954/?type=3
https://flic.kr/p/bM9GoZ
https://flic.kr/p/bM9FX6


On Stage coordinating @ DrupalCampNYC 10 
Left Photo Credit: Phase2 Technology

https://flic.kr/p/bygnHb


Robbie in the wild seeing Steven!
Photo Credit: Steven Merril

https://flic.kr/p/acgsJz


Robbie & Co. head to Princeton! DrupalCamp NJ 2011



Summary - Drupal Continues…



Drupal - 
Javascript

● Google
● NYC Camp
● Angular.js NYC
● NodeSchool NYC
● DrupalCampNJ
● Johnson & Johnson
● Phase2 Technology



Robbie’s Journey - Drupal / Javascript

Google

Web Developer
September 2011 - February 2014

Johnson & Johnson

Platform Engineering Manager
February 2014 - November 2014

Phase2 Technology

Director of Engineering
March 2015 - March 2016

IDT Telecommunications

Contract Director of Engineering
November 2014 - March 2015



Left: Sony / Zagat / Google Crew heads to Lake Tahoe
Right: Drupal NYC brunch ( so many companies! )



Robbie @ Conferences 2014-2015



From Zagat to Google - First Day & Last Day



Phase2 Technology fun!



Summary - Drupal & Javascript



Javascript / Ruby-
Code & Coffee

● DC Tech 
● NodeSchool DC
● NOVA Node, Node.DC & DC.JS
● Alexandria Code & Coffee
● DC Code & Coffee
● Emcee - NationJS



Alexandria & DC Code & Coffees



NodeSchool DC - On the road to Baltimore!



Robbie @ Nodebots Day - NodeSchoolDC



Ruby for Good 2018 @ George Washington University



DC Tech heads to NYC for Empire Conf



NationJS Emceeing 
Photo Credits: Top Left, Top Right, Center

https://twitter.com/frontrunnersdc/status/936670390042099712
https://twitter.com/frontrunnersdc/status/997544720871182336
https://twitter.com/mmlumba/status/1069981271298838528


Summary - Javascript / Ruby  / Code & Coffee



Code & Coffee - 
CivicTech

● United States Digital Service
● Pluribus Digital
● Digital Services Coalition
● Hutch Studio
● Holmes Consulting Group Inc.



Robbie’s Journey - Civic Tech

United States Digital Service

Digital Services Expert
March 2016 - March 2020

Pluribus Digital

Vice President of Product Development
March 2020 - May 2021

Holmes Consulting Group Inc.

Prince William County, Discovery Sprints - California, 
Hutch Studio, Gray Digital
June 2021 - Present



Alexandria Code & Coffee throughout the Pandemic.



On stage Red Hat Gov 2019 | Photo Credit: Pete Tseronis

https://twitter.com/tseronis/status/1194436236435439616


USDS @ DrupalCon Nashville!



Got a chance to work at many agencies (Department of Veterans Affairs, 
Department of Justice, United States Department of Agriculture,...) 



The VA USDS team bowls at the 
Truman Bowling Alley at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building



USDS @ Camp David



Robbie, my brother, mother and wife @ The White House



USDS meets President Obama
Photo Credit: The White House 



Representing Pluribus Digital and a #FancyFriday

Who has 2 thumbs and likes to dress up? This Guy!



Robbie visiting the Hutch Studio space in Baltimore, MD



Annual Día De Los Muertos Parties sponsored by:
Holmes Consulting Group Inc.



Summary - Code & Coffee / CivicTech



Robbie likes a podium, at the 
White House Press Pool and the Department of Treasury



I met President Obama!
Photo Credit: The White House 



Contact

Thanks!
Robbie Holmes


